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s we head into a new 
year, Sunriver Estates 
is heading into a new 

phase of growth. 

Part of the growth is physi-
cal – new neighbour-
hoods with new homes; 
and part of the growth is 
about building an even 
stronger sense of commu-
nity among residents.

To that end, Sunriver Es-
tates is pleased to intro-
duce this newsletter, for 
new Sunriver buyers and 
established residents. 
The Sunriver Review is  
designed to keep you 
posted on what’s new 
and who’s who in your 
growing community.

“We want our residents to be updated 
regularly, to get to know their neighbours 
and their new neighbourhood,” says Blair 
Watling, sales manager at Sunriver Estates.

Every newsletter issue will feature a profile 
of a Sunriver Estates resident, an introduc-
tion to a local merchant and an update 
on the development of the community.

“We want residents to be fully informed,” 
says Blair. “We want everyone to know 
what’s happening on a regular basis.”

Right now, what’s happening at Sunriver Estates is the pend-
ing release of 23 lots in Phase 5A, located just south of Phase 
1A. Sales are scheduled to begin early in 2007. “This area will 
have some nice views toward the Sooke River Valley, and 
the parkside lots back onto DeMamiel Creek,” says Blair,  
adding that the first multifamily homes to be offered at  
Sunriver Estates, The Falls are also slated for release in the next 
few months.

Located west of Phase 1A, and consisting of one- and two-
level townhomes, The Falls at Sunriver will be surrounded by 
forest, says Blair. “There’s a beautiful waterfall. It’s very lush, 
with lots of huge ferns and old growth forest. People will be 
almost surrounded by park.”

In other news … The Citta Group at Sunriver has just earned 
three CARE Awards, annual 
honours that recognize out-
standing achievements by 
Vancouver Island builders, 
developers, architects and 
designers. Sunriver took the 

gold CARE Award for its Customer Service program 
and silver awards in the Best Realtor category (Blair 
Watling) and Best Single Family Detached Spec 
Home Under 2,500 square feet (the Willow).
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Award-winning Willow

EXTRA, EXTRA! Read all about it!
by Diane Dakers



rom song birds like chickadees to birds 
of prey like eagles, from water birds 
like loons to game birds like quail, 

scores of bird varieties can be sighted 
across Canada during winter months. 
And while it’s unlikely you’ll attract an ea-
gle to your backyard bird 
feeder – just as well – you 
can bring colour to your 
backyard and impor-
tant nutrition to birds by 
feeding when other food 
sources are scarce.

With limited food sources 
available during the win-
ter, many birds depend 
on outdoor bird feeders. 
Canadians who feed 
birds consistently through-
out the winter months 
provide reliable nutrition 
and a new home.

“Scotts has been help-
ing gardeners make their 
backyards healthy and 
beautiful for 153 years,” 
says Kathy Russell, brand 
manager, Scotts Cana-
da, “Last spring, we were 
thrilled to partner with The 
Toronto Zoo’s renowned 
nutrition experts to de-
velop wild bird foods 
that will help Canadian 
gardeners create the 
backyard habitat they 
want,” Russell says, add-
ing that bird feeding is 
one of Canada’s most 
popular pastimes with 
43 per cent of Canadi-
an households feeding 
wild birds in their back-
yards. More than half of 
those households feed 
throughout the year.

“Whether you’re an au-
thority on birds, want to 

t’s too dark, too wet, you say? Don’t 
want to go outside to exercise? Luck-
ily, Sunriver Estates residents don’t 

have to go far to find Seaparc  
Leisure Complex, where they 
can remain active – indoors 
– right through the winter.

“We try and offer what we can 
to include the whole commu-
nity. Our primary focus is to get 
everyone active to whatever 
extent they can be,” says Na-
than Stewart, Seaparc adminis-
trative coordinator. “The ice rink 
is open to the end of March, and 
the pool is open year-round.”

For those new to the ice, the centre offers 
plenty of learn-to-skate lessons for bud-
ding skaters of all ages. In addition, regular 
parent-and-tot skates, family skates after 
school and public skates are scheduled 
each week. 

NAME: 
Seaparc Leisure  

Complex

website: 
crd.bc.ca/seaparc

Location: 
2168 Phillips Rd.

contact: 
642-8000

And girls, take note – Sooke is known for 
having one of the highest participation 
rates for female hockey in the province. If 

you’re really not 
a participant but 
you like to watch 
hockey, the Sooke 
Stingers Junior 
B team plays its 
home games on 
Saturday nights at 
Seaparc Arena.

The venue also 
houses a multipur-
pose room with 
hardwood floor-

ing and mirrors, equipped with weights, 
and used for fitness and yoga classes. The 
six-year-old pool “is arguably one of the 
nicest pools you’ll find,” adds Nathan. “Es-
thetically it’s very bright and features lots 
of art,” as well as a sauna, hot tub, leisure 
pool and viewing area.

“This place has come a 
long way in the six years 
I’ve been here,” he 
says. “It’s getting better 
and better each year.”

One particularly popu-
lar weekly event is the 
Friday night teen swim. 
Upcoming special fea-
ture family events in-
clude the Glow-in-the-
Dark skate, Jan. 12, and 
Dora the Explorer swim, 
Jan. 23. 

Outside, the bike terrain 
park with five sets of 
jumps is the newest ad-
dition to the centre – it 
will soon be connected 
to a trail system. And 
come spring, the ball 
diamond will be busy 
once again.

Winter is for the Birds
Bulletin Board 

There’s no doubt about it

were around 13 or 14, and this year 
we are celebrating our 40th wedding 
anniversary. We moved to Victoria in 1987 
and wouldn’t consider retiring anywhere 
but the West Coast.

Family
We are ‘empty-nesters” living with our life-
controlling cat, Diva. Our daughter and 
her husband live in Qualicum Beach, and 
they have two terrific young boys (super 
grandsons), one nearly three, the other 
just about one. Bob’s three siblings still live 
in the east, though each has visited us on 
the coast.
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Why Sunriver Estates?
Retiring from active careers, we 
wanted affordability, quiet, a rural 
clean-air environment and a one-
level home. Besides, we knew the 
property developers and were 
confident with the quality standards 
they promoted and continue to 
represent. Since we’ve moved in, 
we’ve been delighted by both the 
mix of families and the positive 
community spirit that has emerged 
throughout the development.

Origins
We were both born in Montreal 
and spent most summers in the 
country, southeast of Montreal. 
We met each other when we  

Career Choices
Bob is a Chartered Accountant & Certified 
Management Consultant and, officially, is 
a retired partner of Deloitte’s. Sande, who 
is also retired, spent the majority of her 
working life in the airline & travel industry. 
Our careers afforded us the opportunity 
to visit and work across Canada and in 
four of the five continents. 

Best Book
Sande would recommend any book on art, 
architecture, design and ancient cultures. 
Bob, on the other hand, would suggest any 
novel by John le Carré but really enjoys his 
weekly Economist magazine to keep him 
current of global issues.

For Fun …
Sande is the consummate gardener 
and loves to putter in the dirt. (This year, 
she completed a three-month Master  
Gardener program at the Van Dusen 
Gardens in Vancouver.) Bob likes to 
putter in the sand and rough and calls his  
efforts golf. 

Bike terrain park
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screening  
process

Just a reminder regarding the cor-
rect parking of personal vehicles, 
commercial vehicles, recreation-
al vehicles and boats. Fences or 
screening of boats, trailers or RVs 
alongside the garage should be 
completed so the vehicles are not 
visible to your neighbours or from 
the street.  Courtesy to your neigh-
bours is appreciated.

C O M M U N I T Y

Your  quarterly  connection  to  your  community

learn more or just en-
joy watching them, 
bird feeding is easy, 
affordable and a re-
warding way to add 
natural beauty to your 

winter garden.”

To complement the wild 
bird food line, Squirrel 
and Small Animal Food 
was developed to at-
tract animals that regu-
larly consume bird food, 
diverting them away from 
bird feeders with their 
own wholesome blend.

The complete line of 
Scotts Wild Bird Food and 
the Squirrel and Small An-
imal Food is available ex-
clusively at Canadian Tire 
s t o r e s 

across Canada, includ-
ing the Fall/Winter 
Blend which contains 
milo, sunflower and 
peanuts to supply 
birds’ nutritional 
needs in the cold 
weather.
 - News Canada 

By Jeanine Woodman

new website 
Sunriver’s website has undergone 

a major overhaul. Log on to 

www.sunriverestates.com  

to see the new home plans, 

photo galleries and phase reports

Sunriver Estates  
announces the 

 $500 Homeowner Referral Program 
Starting November 2006, any resident who  

directly refers a new homebuyer to Sunriver  

Estates, and that referral results in a sale complet-

ing, will be paid $500 upon completion of the 

deal. The Referral Program is for current Sunriver 

residents, and new clients should be registered 

with the Sales Centre prior to entering into any 

contract. There is no limit to the total number of 

referrals paid out to any given household.

The Sunriver Referral Program  
Growing the Community together!

Last year’s Light-Up 

was so impressive, we 

ended up giving away four 

prizes. The couple at 2419 

Driftwood Dr. enjoyed 

the top prize – a night out 

downtown, with dinner 

at Hugo’s (now Sanuk) 

and an overnight stay at 

The Magnolia Hotel. 

This year will be no differ-

ent. Remember, you don’t 

necessarily need the most 

lights – just be as creative 

as you can. Our panel 

of judges will be doing  

final viewings and mak-

ing the big decision on  

Tues., Dec. 19.  

   Holiday
Light-Up ’06

Name: Bob & Sande  
	          Cummings
New Home: Phase 1A
Move-in date: Jan. 19, ‘04

Real image to come

Meet your neighbours
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Sooke Christmas Parade: 
Santa and his friends 
travel along Sooke Road,  
beginning at 11 a.m.

Sooke Fall Fair Christmas 
Sale: Stock up on crafts, 
collectibles, baking and 
other holiday gift items 
at the Sooke Community 
Hall, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Santa Skate: Join the Jolly 
Old Elf for a family skate 
at Seaparc Leisure Com-
plex, 1:30 – 3:30. Admis-
sion is free with a food, toy 
or cash donation.

East Sooke Movie Night: 
Enjoy a family film (TBA) at 
the East Sooke Communi-
ty Hall. Showtime is 7 p.m. 
Admission is $5 for a fam-
ily, including popcorn!

Encore! Amadeus:  
Violinist T imothy Chooi  
joins the Sooke Phil-
harmonic Chamber 
Players for a cel-
ebration of Mozart,  
beginning at 7:30 p.m. 
At the Sooke Baptist 
Church.

December 2

January 27

The Sunriver Review 
is a newsletter for the residents of the  
Sunriver community. The newsletter  

is distributed free of charge,  
courtesy of Sunriver Estates. 

For more information please contact: 

info@pspublications.ca 
Produced in Victoria, BC.
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Winterizing your home
Sunriver’s Bob Cummings offers some  
helpful homeowner tips

sure whether the humidity level in your home 
is acceptable, buy an inexpensive humidity 
meter, available at most hardware stores.)

The other important thing to do this fall – as 
laid out in Schedule 7 of the Sunriver Estates 
Homeowners’ Manual – is to clean and re-
place furnace filters. “Furnaces just don’t run 
as efficiently when the filter is clogged,” says 
Bob, adding that it’s also a good idea to do 
a perimeter check on your home right now, 
“to make sure there are no leaks anywhere.” 
And if you haven’t already done it, have your 
irrigation system winterized to avoid damage 
due to freezing.

And while you’re out there, con-
sider fertilizing the lawn and re-
seeding any bare patches. “This is 
when you have to put your fall fer-
tilizer on, so your lawn is bright and 
green for the spring,” says Bob. “If 
you drive through the community 
today, you’ll see most of the homes 

are quite neat and tidy, and their gardens are 
tended and the grass trimmed. It adds to the 
overall homeliness and value of the commu-
nity. If you want your house to stay in the 
best shape, and running efficiently and 
less costly over time, there are things to do 
in the winter.”

In summertime, the livin’ may be easy. But 
it’s also a time when home and garden 
care is easy – or at least easier than it is  

during the dark, wet winter months.

But your Sunriver Estates property needs atten-
tion at this time of year, too, says Customer Care 
manager Bob Cummings. “It’s more preventa-
tive maintenance right now. But it’s going to 
save you time and money down the road if you 
do regular maintenance and address things 
that have become clogged or inefficient.”

Often in the “clogged” 
category are a home’s 
eavestroughs, says Bob. 
“Make sure your eaves 
are clear of rubble and 
guck, so water and rain 
can flow through them.” 
If the eaves are not 
cleared, wood and roof-
ing materials could be-
come waterlogged and 

eventually rot or, in extreme cases, the weight of 
the water could dislodge the troughs.

Bob also suggests checking smoke 
detectors and CO2 detectors, to 
keep your home safe through the 
winter. “And monitor your humidity 
levels. If you get condensation in 
your windows, it means you have 
too much humidity,” and that could 
lead to mold. Make sure your ven-
tilation system is adjusted properly 
for this time of the year. Refer to the 
section on Ventilation in your Home Owners 
Manual for the proper settings. While you are 
at it, spend some time going over the entire 
preventative maintenance schedule for your 
home. It will be time well spent and will help to 
secure your investment.

A dehumidifier will help maintain the 
appropriate moisture lev-
el. (If you’re not 

Sales Centre 
11am-4pm every day except Friday 

2350 SunRiver Way, Sooke 
(250) 642-2233  •  info@sunriverestates.com

Fertilize in fall for spring green
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Clear eavestroughs

Monitor the  
humidity level

December 9

December 17

February 3


